
Twenty Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time September 25, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading — Amos 6:1, 4-7  
1 “Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to 
those who feel secure on the mountain of Samaria, 
the notable men of the first of the nations, to whom 
the house of Israel come! … 4 “Woe to those who 
lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves 
upon their couches, and eat lambs from the flock, 
and calves from the midst of the stall; 5who sing 
idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David 
invent for themselves instruments of music; 6who 
drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the 
finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of 
Joseph! 7Therefore they shall now be the first of 
those to go into exile, and the revelry of those who 
stretch themselves shall pass away” 

 
Responsorial Psalm PS 146:7, 8-9, 9-10  
R. (1b) Praise the Lord, my soul! or: R. Alleluia. 
Blessed he who keeps faith forever, secures justice 
for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry. The 
LORD sets captives free.  
R. Praise the Lord, my soul! or: R. Alleluia.  
The LORD gives sight to the blind; the LORD 
raises up those who were bowed down. The LORD 
loves the just; the LORD protects strangers.  
R. Praise the Lord, my soul! or: R. Alleluia.  
The fatherless and the widow he sustains, but the 
way of the wicked he thwarts. The LORD shall 
reign forever; your God, O Zion, through all 
generations. Alleluia.  
R. Praise the Lord, my soul! or: R. Alleluia. 
 

Second Reading — 1 Timothy 6:11-16  

11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; aim at 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

steadfastness, gentleness.12Fight the good fight 

of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which 

you were called when you made the good 

confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

13In the presence of God who gives life to all 

things, and of Christ Jesus who in his testimony 

before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 

14I charge you to keep the commandment 

unstained and free from reproach until the 

appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ; 15and this will 

be made manifest at the proper time by the 

blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and 

Lord of lords,16who alone has immortality and 

dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has 

ever seen or can see. To him be honor and 

eternal dominion. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading — Luke 16:19-31 19 

“There was a rich man, who was clothed in 

purple and fine linen and who feasted 

sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay 

a poor man named Lazarus, full of sores, 

21who desired to be fed with what fell from the 

rich man’s table; moreover the dogs came and 

licked his sores. 22The poor man died and 

was carried by the angels to Abraham’s 

bosom. The rich man also died and was 

buried; 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he 

lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off 

and Lazarus in his bosom. 24And he called 

out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, 

and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger 

in water and cool my tongue; for I am in 

anguish in this flame.’ 25But Abraham said, 

‘Son, remember that you in your lifetime 

received your good things, and Lazarus in like 

manner evil things; but now he is comforted 

here, and you are in anguish. 26And besides 

all this, between us and you a great chasm 

has been fixed, in order that those who would 

pass from here to you may not be able, and 

none may cross from there to us.’ 27And he 

said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to 

my father’s house, 28for I have five brothers, 

so that he may warn them, lest they also come 

into this place of torment.’ 29But Abraham 

said, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let 

them hear them.’ 30And he said, ‘No, father 

Abraham; but if some one goes to them from 

the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, 

‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, 

neither will they be convinced if some one 

should rise from the dead.’” 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

What is the message Jesus is endeavoring to illustrate through the story of the rich man and Lazarus? 
Did Jesus primarily want to communicate the horrors of damnation, the importance of being merciful, or 
the unresponsiveness of people to the truth? All three of these themes are present in the story. When 
we read of the rich man’s plea for mercy and for a few drops of water to quench the torment and 
anguish of the flames of Hades it should certainly give us reason for concern. His punishment raises 
the question of our life’s direction and whether we are bound toward an eternity of peace with God or an 
eternity of torment and separation from God. When we recognize that the rich man was not in Hades for 
committing some terrible crime but that his predicament was brought about by his unmerciful lifestyle, it 
should cause us to pause and think. Do we walk around and ignore the less fortunate that we 
encounter? Are we oblivious to their physical and social dilemma? It is obvious from this story, as well 
as a myriad of other Scripture passages, that God puts a high premium on care and concern for the 
poor and unfortunate people of the world, and holds us accountable for how we respond to them. The 
rich man’s mercy was not present in this life when he encountered Lazarus and people like him. It only 
seemed to appear when in the torment of Hades, he realized that others in his family might be joining 
him. His mercy reached out from there to his brothers in hope that someone from eternity might go to 
them to warn them of their impending doom if they did not become more merciful. It sounds like a good 
idea, at first glance, but Jesus knew the hearts of people and that it wouldn’t make a difference to those 
who are already ignoring God. Do you remember in Saint Luke’s Gospel the story of another Lazarus 
whom Jesus raised from the dead? Those who were disinclined to believe went right on not believing 
even though Lazarus arose from the dead to witness to them. More importantly Jesus himself came 
back from the grave to communicate God’s message of love to people. Though he was seen and heard 
prior to his ascension, those who were disinclined to believe the Scriptures (Moses and the Prophets) 
continued on in their disbelief in spite of someone returning from the dead. The rich man’s good idea 
doesn’t work. Perhaps the truth of this story is that now is the time to repent. If we have not been 
serious with God and have only half-heartedly responded to him and his Word, the message of this 
story is to repent and do it now. Stop waiting for some profound sign, like someone communicating from 
the dead, rather listen to the Scriptures and believe and obey. Though we cannot describe in detail all 
that hell will entail, the fact that it is described as a continual burning torment in flames, means that it is 
a pretty awful eternal future. So, the message is, repent and believe now, to escape the torment later, 
and to recognize that true repentance and belief will affect the way we relate to others and show them 
mercy. Bede the Venerable, a wise and holy monk whose life spanned the seventh and eighth 
centuries, wisely put in perspective the decision we face regarding the direction of our life and the need 
to repent. He advised, “Do not rejoice in the things of this world, but remember the sins which you have 
committed and spend the short time which is allotted to you on this earth looking for the joys of the 
heavenly kingdom. You do not want to find that your pursuit of earthly enjoyment produces a situation in 
which you will be a beggar in eternity, weeping and wailing forever in your torment.” (from the Ancient 
Christian Commentary on Scripture, Vol. XI) 
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INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading —  

1. What are the dangers people face in making an eternal decision from within their current comfort 
and complacency?     

 
 Second Reading —  

2. What does it mean to “aim at righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness”? 
  

3.  Describe the attitude and behavior of one who is trying to “take hold of the eternal life to which 
we have been called.”?  

 

Gospel Reading — 
 

4. When you encounter someone asking for a handout how do you relate to the person? Has God 
allowed you to encounter other poor people in your life? How do you feel about contact with 
them? 

 

5. How do you feel about facing eternity? Is it scary to you? Why, or why not? 
 

6. Do you have relatives that need warning about their future eternal direction? What can be done 
to get the message to them now? 

 
 

INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


