
Twenty Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time September 18, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading — Amos 8:4-7 4  
Hear this, you who trample upon the needy, and 
bring the poor of the land to an end, 5saying, 
“When will the new moon be over, that we may sell 
grain? And the sabbath, that we may offer wheat 
for sale, that we may make the ephah small and 
the shekel great, and deal deceitfully with false 
balances, 6 that we may buy the poor for silver and 
the needy for a pair of sandals, and sell the refuse 
of the wheat?” 7The LORD has sworn by the pride 
of Jacob: “Surely I will never forget any of their 
deeds.”  

 
Responsorial Psalm PS 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8  
R. (cf. 1a, 7b) Praise the Lord who lifts up the 
poor. or: R. Alleluia.  
Praise, you servants of the LORD, praise the name 
of the LORD. Blessed be the name of the LORD 
both now and forever.  
R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor. or: R. 
Alleluia.  
High above all nations is the LORD; above the 
heavens is his glory. Who is like the LORD, our 
God, who is enthroned on high and looks upon the 
heavens and the earth below?  
R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor. or: R. 
Alleluia.  
He raises up the lowly from the dust; from the 
dunghill he lifts up the poor to seat them with 
princes, with the princes of his own people.  
R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor. or: R. 
Alleluia. 
 

Second Reading — 1 Timothy 2:1-8   

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, 

prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 

made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in 

high positions, that we may lead a quiet and 

peaceable life, godly and respectful in every 

way.3This is good, and it is acceptable in the sight 

of God our Savior,4 who desires all men to be 

saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

5For there is one God, and there is one mediator 

between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 

6who gave himself as a ransom for all, the 

testimony to which was borne at the proper time. 

7For this I was appointed a preacher and apostle 

(I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of 

the Gentiles in faith and truth. 8 I desire then that 

in every place the men should pray, lifting holy 

hands without anger or quarreling; … 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading — Luke 16:1-13 

1He also said to the disciples, “There was a 

rich man who had a steward, and charges 

were brought to him that this man was wasting 

his goods. 2And he called him and said to him, 

‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the 

account of your stewardship, for you can no 

longer be steward.’ 3 And the steward said to 

himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is 

taking the stewardship away from me? I am 

not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to 

beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so that 

people may receive me into their houses when 

I am put out of the stewardship.’ 5So, 

summoning his master’s debtors one by one, 

he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my 

master?’ 6He said, ‘A hundred measures of 

oil.’ And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit 

down quickly and write fifty.’ 7Then he said to  

another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He 

said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said 

to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8The 

master commended the dishonest steward for 

his shrewdness; for the sons of this world are 

more shrewd in dealing with their own 

generation than the sons of light. 9 And I tell 

you, make friends for yourselves by means of 

unrighteous mammon, so that when it fails 

they may receive you into the eternal 

habitations. 10“He who is faithful in a very little 

is faithful also in much; and he who is 

dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in 

much. 11If then you have not been faithful in 

the unrighteous mammon, who will entrust to 

you the true riches? 12And if you have not 

been faithful in that which is another’s, who will 

give you that which is your own? 13No servant 

can serve two masters; for either he will hate 

the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and mammon.” 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

Recently I observed an experiment on television that endeavored to test the theory that people who go 
to church are more honest than people who do not. Several wallets were placed on the ground at 
different locations outside of a church’s entrance to see what would happen as people exited from 
worship. In every case the wallet was picked up and taken into the church office to find the owner. A 
similar experiment was tried outside of a busy downtown office complex. Several times the wallet was 
picked up and kept without any attempt to find the owner. The conclusion was that churchgoers are 
more honest. Hopefully so! But it would have also provided helpful insight to determine if those people 
downtown who kept the wallet also participated in some way in a local church. Unfortunately, many 
professed Christians do live life with a split personality, behaving one way when surrounded by other 
believers and behaving another way when not around professed believers. This dichotomy of life is one 
of the things that drains joy from life and causes believers to be unhappy and miserable Christians. It is 
this duality of life that Jesus speaks of in this week’s Gospel reading when he says, “You cannot serve 
God and mammon.” Many of us don’t believe Jesus on this point and try to serve both, but we get torn 
apart in the process. The point Jesus is making in this parable it seems, is that we will be able to 
determine our future behavior by noting the consistency with which we now practice honesty and 
faithfulness even in the little things of life. If someone is scrupulously honest and faithful in the little 
things, when they are given bigger responsibilities, they will be scrupulous there also. On the other 
hand, if someone has no qualms about cutting corners on the little things in life we should not be 
surprised if they cut corners on the more important things of life, when it comes to honesty and 
faithfulness. For instance, when you are given change after making a purchase and you discover that 
you were given a quarter or a dollar too much change, do you pocket it, or turn around and go back to 
the clerk and return it? Your response to be faithful and honest with little opportunities like this, 
indicates your inclination towards faithfulness and honesty regarding bigger things. During this time of 
rampant dishonesty and unfaithfulness, where we often are also the victims of another’s dishonesty, 
why not just keep it? Won’t it simply even out the times we were short-changed by someone else’s 
dishonesty? You know the old saying, “Finders-keepers, losers-weepers.” Isn’t it okay to simply be a 
keeper sometimes? The answer to all these questions is, “No!” There is only one reason not to 
embrace this worldly philosophy; our love for, and desire to please the Truth, our faithful Savior. If our 
motive is to serve God, we will serve him even in the little things. We honor him by our behavior 
whether we are observed by others or not. We can be assured that we are always observed by him, 
and that he will see our faithfulness and honesty as our expression of our love for him. We cannot love 
God and mammon, so let’s love God by being faithful. “While there is much in the world to love, it is 
best lived in relation to the One who made it. The world is beautiful, but much fairer is the One who 
fashioned it. The world is glorious, but more delightful is the One by whom the world was established. 
Therefore, let us labor as much as we can, beloved, that love of the world as such may not overwhelm 
us and that we may not love the creature more than the creator. God has given us earthly possessions 
in order that we may love him with our whole heart and soul.” (Caesarius of Arles from Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture, Vol. II) 
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INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading —  

1. How should our “sabbath” worship affect our weekday commerce?    
 
 Second Reading —  

2. Why is prayer such an integral part of living uprightly as a Christian?   
 

 Gospel Reading —  

3. Disciples are stewards. What is the relationship between faithfulness and stewardship?  
 
      4. Describe the behavior of someone who is “faithful in the unrighteous mammon.”   
 

5. What problems are encountered when someone endeavors to serve two different masters?  
 
6. If someone has had problems with faithfulness in the past, what would you recommend as the     
    next steps ?   
    
 

INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


