
Twenty Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time September 11, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading — Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 7  
And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down; for your 
people, whom you brought up out of the land of 
Egypt, have corrupted themselves; 8 they have 
turned aside quickly out of the way which I 
commanded them; they have made for themselves 
a molten calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed 
to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 9And the 
LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and 
behold, it is a stiff necked people; 10now 
therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot 
against them and I may consume them; but of you I 
will make a great nation.” 11But Moses besought 
the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does 
thy wrath burn hot against thy people, whom thou 
hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and with a mighty hand? … 
13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy 
servants, to whom thou didst swear by thine own 
self, and didst say to them, ‘I will multiply your 
descendants as the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have promised I will give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it for ever.’” 
14And the LORD repented of the evil which he 
thought to do to his people.  

 
Responsorial Psalm PS 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19  
R. (Lk 15:18) I will rise and go to my father. 
Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; in 
the greatness of your compassion wipe out my 
offense. Thoroughly wash me from my guilt and of 
my sin cleanse me.  
R. I will rise and go to my father.  
A clean heart create for me, O God, and a 
steadfast spirit renew within me. Cast me not out 
from your presence, and your Holy Spirit take not 
from me.  
R. I will rise and go to my father.  
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim 
your praise. My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit; 
a heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not 
spurn.  
R. I will rise and go to my father. 
 

Second Reading — 1 Timothy 1:12-17 12   

I thank him who has given me strength for this, 

Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me 

faithful by appointing me to his service, 13though I 

formerly blasphemed and persecuted and insulted 

him; but I received mercy because I had acted 

ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord 

overflowed for me with the faith and love that are 

in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy  

 

 

of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners. And I am the foremost of 

sinners; 16but I received mercy for this reason, that 

in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display 

his perfect patience for an example to those who 

were to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King 

of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 

and glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Gospel Reading — Luke 15:1-10 

1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all 

drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees 

and the scribes murmured, saying, “This man 

receives sinners and eats with them.” 3So he 

told them this parable: 4 “What man of you, 

having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 

wilderness, and go after the one which is lost, 

until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, 

he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And 

when he comes home, he calls together his 

friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 

which was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will 

be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who need no repentance. 8 “Or what 

woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses 

one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the 

house and seek diligently until she finds it? 

9And when she has found it, she calls together 

her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice 

with me, for I have found the coin which I had 

lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy before 

the angels of God over one sinner who 

repents.” 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

When we read this week’s Gospel passage we may find ourselves feeling somewhat like the prodigal 
son’s older brother, a little dismayed and resentful. For Jesus’ statement, “I tell you, there will be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner that repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance,” can be easily misunderstood. We can mistakenly interpret that statement as “more joy” 
meaning that the lost are more valued than the faithfully righteous. When we first moved to Colorado, 
we took our three boys camping at the Black Canyon of the Gunnison, the deepest canyon in Colorado, 
a 2000-foot narrow gorge. The state campground is at the top of the gorge. In the midst of unloading 
the car and carrying our camping gear to the site we realized that our 12-year-old was missing. Most 
parents can imagine the panic feeling that set in when visualizing an adventuresome 12-year-old 
exploring trails that lead to the edge of a steep canyon. And he was. We soon found him coming back 
from “taking a look.” The relief and joy over finding him did not diminish our love and esteem for the two 
sons who didn’t wander off. But because his wandering off could have been so grave, the joy of finding 
him safe was, in proportion, very intense. So it is spiritually. The danger of the lost sheep’s wandering 
away from the shepherd, or the prodigal son’s turning away from his father’s love, home, and values, is 
analogous to the danger of our falling into a deep ravine where certain death awaits us. The danger is 
so grave that the joy of our safe return can only be the more intense. Often it is due to mankind’s 
spiritual wandering away from God that most of life’s trauma, hurt and devastation arises. When self-
willed wanderers repent and turn back to God there is great relief, the worst of the danger is past, and 
the healing process can begin. It’s time to celebrate! Fr. Henri J.M. Nouwen in The Return of the 
Prodigal explains the cause for our celebration. “In all three parables which Jesus tells in response to 
the question of why he eats with sinners, he puts emphasis on God’s initiative. God is the shepherd 
who goes looking for his lost sheep. God is the woman who lights a lamp, sweeps out the house, and 
searches everywhere for her lost coin until she has found it. God is the father who watches and waits 
for his children, runs to meet them, embraces them, pleads with them, begs and urges them to come 
home. “It might sound strange, but God wants to find me as much as, if not more than, I want to find 
God. Yes, God needs me as much as I need God. God is not the patriarch who stays home, doesn’t 
move, and expects his children to come to him, apologize for their aberrant behavior, beg forgiveness, 
and promise to do better. To the contrary, he leaves the house, ignoring his dignity by running toward 
them, pays no heed to apologies and promises of change, and brings them to the table richly prepared 
for them.” Those of us who have endeavored to stay close to God should not feel that we are valued 
less, rather we should have multiple reasons for rejoicing. First, we should be ecstatic with joy to see 
people snatched from spiritual disaster. Second, we should be thrilled that we have been able to bring 
continuous joy to heaven by our pursuit of a righteous life for God. Third, we should rejoice and realize 
that the Father’s statement, “You are always with me, and all that is mine is yours,” typifies our 
relationship with God. What a privileged position to have access to the Father, and the Father’s 
resources, to have the benefits and fruit of a righteous life, and to be able to share in real joy when a 
lost person repents. We can rejoice with Paul that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,” 
and as friends of God we are invited to celebrate not only our own salvation but also the salvation and 
repentance of others. 
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INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading —  

1. In Scripture “typology” takes place when a person or event in the Old Testament foreshadows a 
greater person or event in the New Testament. How is Moses revealed as a type of Christ in this 
Old Testament passage?    

 
 Second Reading —  

2. What is the meaning of hope in Saint Paul’s experience?   
 

 Gospel Reading —  

3. With which of the individuals in these parables do you most identify? Why?  
 
      4. Describe what takes place when a sinner repents.  
 

5. How is your image of God affected by these parables?  
 
6. In each parable friends are called to rejoice together. What practical principles can you draw from      
   this?   
 

INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


