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First Reading — Genesis 18:20-32  
20 Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry  
against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their  
sin is very grave, 21 I will go down to see whether  
they have done altogether according to the outcry 
which has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 
22 So the men turned from there, and went  
toward Sodom; but Abraham still stood before the  
LORD. 
23 Then Abraham drew near, and said, “Wilt  
thou indeed destroy the righteous with the  
wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous  
within the city; wilt thou then destroy the place  
and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in  
it? 25 Far be it from thee to do such a thing, to slay  
the righteous with the wicked, so that the  
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from  
thee! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?” 26 And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom  
fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole  
place for their sake.” 27 Abraham answered,  
“Behold, I have taken upon myself to speak to the  
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose  
five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Wilt thou  
destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he  
said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.”  
29 Again he spoke to him, and said, “Suppose  
forty are found there.” He answered, “For the  
sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh  
let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak.  
Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I  
will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31 He said,  
“Behold, I have taken upon myself to speak to the  
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He  
answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not  
destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord  
be angry, and I will speak again but this once.  
Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For  
the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 
 
Responsorial Psalm PS 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7- 
8 
R.(3a) Lord, on the day I called for help, you 
answered me. 
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, 
for you have heard the words of my mouth; in the 
presence of the angels I will sing your praise; 
I will worship at your holy temple and give thanks 
to your name. 
R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you 
answered me. 
Because of your kindness and your truth; for you 
have made great above all things your name and 
your promise. When I called you answered me; 
you built up strength within me. 
 

 
R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you 
answered me. 
The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees, 
and the proud he knows from afar. Though I walk 
amid distress, you preserve me; against the anger of 
my enemies you raise your  
hand. 
R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you 
answered me. 
Your right hand saves me. The LORD will complete 
what he has done for me; your kindness, O LORD, 
endures forever; forsake not the work of your hands. 
R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you 
answered me. 

 

Second Reading — Colossians 2:12-14  

…12 and you were buried with him in baptism, in  

which you were also raised with him through faith  

in the working of God, who raised him from the  

dead. 13And you, who were dead in trespasses  

and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 

alive together with him, having forgiven us all our  

trespasses, 14 having canceled the bond which  

stood against us with its legal demands; this he  

set aside, nailing it to the cross. 

 

Gospel Reading — Luke 11:1-13 

1 He was praying in a certain place, and when 

he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, 

“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his 

disciples.” 2 And he said to them, “When you 

pray, say: “Father, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily 

bread; 4 and forgive us our sins, for we our-

selves forgive every one who is indebted to us; 

and lead us not into temptation.” 5 And he said 

to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go 

to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend 

me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has 

arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set 

before him’; 7 and he will answer from within, 

‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and 

my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up 

and give you anything’? 8 I tell you, though he 

will not get up and give him anything because 

he is his friend, yet because of his importunity 

he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9 

And I tell you, Ask, and it will be given you; 

seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you. 10 For every one who asks 

receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him 

who knocks it will be opened. 11 What father  
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among you, if his son asks for a fish, will  

instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if 

he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 

13 If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him!”  
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

Prayer is one of the great mysteries of the Christian faith and one of the most difficult, yet most fruitful 
disciplines. It requires simple faith, not great faith, but simple faith. If it required great faith it would only 
be available to a few. Faith, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen, …” is the ability to believe God for things which we do not currently see. Consequently, prayer is 
both our first line of offense and first line of defense in spiritual warfare, for spiritual warfare is the 
unseen battle for the souls of people. Rightly so, did the disciples recognize early in their relationship 
with Jesus that his life was marked by prayer, and that power and union with the Father was somehow 
linked to this discipline of prayer. They did not hesitate to ask, “Lord, teach us to pray.” The disciples 
were not religiously ignorant men. They were schooled in the prayers and praying of their Jewish faith, 
but they recognized that somehow Jesus’, and also John the Baptist’s, level of praying exceeded that 
with which they were familiar. So they asked, “Lord teach us to pray.” Perhaps that is the first lesson of 
this week’s Gospel Reading; when we recognize the ineptness of our prayer life we need to humbly ask 
Jesus to teach us to pray. Imagine what would happen if for a month or two you daily asked him to do 
this. Ask another to teach you to pray and they probably will take you to their bookshelf or the local 
religious bookstore to find one of the myriad how-to books on the subject. Jesus simply taught them a 
useable format, so powerful that it has had enduring value for centuries both as a learned prayer and as 
a valuable pattern for praying. You can learn some things about prayer by reading about it, but you 
really learn to pray by praying. Imagine what would happen if along with your request to Jesus to teach 
you to pray, you began praying the Lord’s prayer daily for a month or two, not simply as a prayer but 
also as a pattern for other prayer. Interestingly, in response to the disciple’s request, the other two 
things Jesus taught regarding prayer were to be persistent (“Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you 
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you,”) and to have confidence that God will do better than we 
ask (“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father …”) Because prayer takes discipline, is spiritual warfare, and requires faith we need to 
learn to never give up. This message is especially vital in our culture of instant gratification where delay 
is not an option, and having it now is expected. What could possibly entice us to be persistent when our 
prayers are not instantly answered? It could only be the conviction that God is really hearing us when 
we pray and that he has promised that his solutions will exceed our needs. If we perceive the Father to 
be like the man Jesus talked about, one from whom we have to wrestle help, we won’t persist. But 
Jesus shows us that the Father is not that way, rather he is more loving than the most caring parent. He 
will respond to our requests with answers that exceed our needs. If we believe he is the Gracious Giver 
we will persist in prayer. St. Gregory of Nyssa, speaking of the Lord’s prayer says, “Now, I make bold to 
add a little to what Scripture says; for the present congregation needs instruction not so much on how 
to pray, as on the necessity of praying at all, a necessity that has perhaps not yet been grasped by 
most people. In fact, the majority of men grievously neglect in their life this sacred and divine work 
which is prayer. In this matter, therefore, I think it right first of all to insist as much as possible that one 
must persevere in prayer … secondly, that we must listen attentively to the Divine Voice which 
proposes to us the manner in which we should offer prayer to the Lord.” So let us begin afresh by 
asking, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  
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INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading —  

 1. What can we learn about prayer from Abraham’s experience? 
  
 Second Reading —  

2. What purpose or motivation for prayer do you find in this passage about our salvation? 
 

 Gospel Reading —  

 3. What aspect of the Lord’s prayer is most meaningful to you? 
 
 4. What aspect of your prayer life would you most like to have Jesus help you change? 
 
 5. Describe how you think God is viewing you, and your requests, when you pray? 
  
INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


