
Third Sunday of Easter May 1, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading — Acts 5:27-32, 40-41  

27 And when they had brought them, they set them 
before the council. And the high priest questioned 
them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to 
teach in this name, yet here you have filled 
Jerusalem with your teaching and you intend to 
bring this man’s blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and 
the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 
than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus 
whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God 
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, 
to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 
sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and 
so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those 
who obey him.”… 40 So they took his advice, and 
when they had called in the apostles, they beat 
them and charged them not to speak in the name 
of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the 
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 

 

Responsorial Psalm PS 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 

R. (2a) I will praise you, Lord, for you have 

rescued me. or: R. Alleluia.  

I will extol you, O LORD, for you drew me clear 

and did not let my enemies rejoice over me. O 

LORD, you brought me up from the netherworld; 

you preserved me from among those going down 

into the pit.  

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued 

me. or: R. Alleluia.  

Sing praise to the LORD, you his faithful ones, 

and give thanks to his holy name. For his anger 

lasts but a moment; 

a lifetime, his good will. At nightfall, weeping 

enters in, but with the dawn, rejoicing. 

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued 

me. or: R. Alleluia. 

Hear, O LORD, and have pity on me; 

O LORD, be my helper. You changed my 

mourning into dancing; O LORD, my God, forever 

will I give you thanks. 

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued 

me. or: R. Alleluia. 

 

Second Reading — Revelation 5:11-14 

11 Then I looked, and I heard around the 

throne and the living creatures and the 

elders the voice of many angels, numbering 

myriads of myriads and thousands of 

thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to  

 

 

receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

might and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 

And I heard every creature in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth and in the sea, and 

all therein, saying, “To him who sits upon the 

throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor 

and glory and might for ever and ever!” 14 And 

the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the 

elders fell down and worshiped. 

 

Gospel Reading — John 21:1-14 (Short Form) 

1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the  

disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he revealed  

himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas called  

the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of  

Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were 
together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going  

fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.”  

They went out and got into the boat; but that night  

they caught nothing. 4 Just as day was breaking, 
Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not 
know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, 
“Children, have you any fish?” They answered him, 
“No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right 
side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they 
cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, for 
the quantity of fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus 
loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his 
clothes, for he was stripped for work, and sprang into 
the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, 
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from 
the land, but about a hundred yards off. 9 When they 
got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire there, with 
fish lying on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, 
“Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 
So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net 
ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of 
them; and although there were so many, the net was 
not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have  

breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask  

him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord.  

13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to  

them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the  

third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples  

after he was raised from the dead. 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

This week’s Gospel Reading tells of Jesus’ third appearance to the disciples after his resurrection. The 
first and second appearances were recorded in the passage we reflected on in last week’s Gospel 
Reading. In the first post resurrection appearance Jesus breathes on his disciples the Holy Spirit and 
gives them the Great Commission. In the second post resurrection appearance he dispels Thomas’ 
doubts and welcomes him into a full faith. This third appearance which we read about this week re-
emphasizes Jesus’ power and authority, it re-institutes the basis of communion, and re-affirms the 
command to “follow me.” Seven disciples, Peter, Nathanael, the two sons of Zebedee, Thomas and two 
others, return from an unsuccessful night of fishing just as the sun is rising. As they near shore they 
encounter a man who calls to them and tells them to cast the net on the right side of the fishing boat, 
which they do. Surely, there must have been something unusual and commanding about Jesus for 
these tired fishermen to pay any attention to him. Having been raised in Maine near the harbor, I can 
assure you that if you or I stood on the shore and similarly instructed tired professional fisherman, who 
had spent the early hours in fishing failure, how to fish, we would quickly discover how little attention 
would be given to us. But Peter and the disciples did as they were instructed and surprisingly hauled in 
a potentially net-breaking catch of 153 large fish. The significance of this event was immediately 
obvious. John instantly recognized that it was Jesus, and Peter knowing who had orchestrated this 
miracle dove into the water and swam to shore, abandoning everything to once again experience 
Jesus’ presence. Jesus was recognized by the power and authority that resides in him. Previously, the 
last meal they ate with Jesus was the Passover meal which he hosted for them on the night in which he 
was betrayed. We must keep in mind that Jesus’ subsequent betrayal was not only Judas’ notorious 
act, but also the notorious abandonment of Jesus by all his disciples, though John later stood with him 
at the cross. It was there in that upper room, that Jesus prepared a meal within the meal, for he took the 
common bread and wine of the Passover meal and offered it as the meal of his body and blood, the 
body and blood of a new and everlasting covenant for the forgiveness of sins. Surely, experiencing a 
little bit of residual guilt, the disciples must have rejoiced to see that their Lord had prepared another 
meal for them, provided the substance of the meal, and invited them to partake. As he broke the bread 
and distributed it to them how they must have rejoiced remembering that previous meal and the 
assurance of forgiveness. In spite of past sins and failures communion with Jesus was possible on the 
basis of his provision and grace. Then the focus uncomfortably shifts to Peter. We wonder if Jesus did 
not detect in Peter doubts regarding the full extent of Jesus’ forgiveness toward him. Luke’s Gospel tells 
us Jesus warned Peter, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you 
like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and when you have turned again, 
strengthen your brethren.” Did Peter and the others recall both Jesus’ words of warning and the words 
of hope, or did Peter simply recall in his heart his three-fold denial of Jesus? In any case, Jesus three 
times asks Peter the same question, “Do you love me?” With each assurance by Peter Jesus 
affirmingly replies, “Feed my sheep.” Jesus further assures Peter of the significance of his future 
contribution by indicating how Peter would die in service to God’s glory. Lastly, Jesus said to Peter, 
“Follow me,” once again offering to Peter a lifetime of companionship as he fulfills Jesus’ call to follow 
him. Communion was now complete for Peter, forgiveness fully experienced, and purpose fully 
restored. No doubt we can see ourselves in the lives of these ordinary men who became Apostles of 
the Church. Were they so very much unlike us? No. Rather we find that we have much in common with  
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them. We too have tasted the joy of Jesus’ fellowship. We too have denied him, all too frequently. He 
also offers us forgiveness and a lifetime of companionship. He too calls to us, “Follow me.” 
Consequently, these events in their lives were written for our example that we might learn from them 
and follow their Lord, and ours, with our whole heart. 

 

INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 

 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that  

emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 

INVITATION TO REFLECT 

 

INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading — Acts 5:27-32, 40-41 

  1. How do Peter and the disciples’ behavior in this passage compare to their behavior in the  

      Gospel Reading? 

 
  2. At what point should we be willing to suffer and if necessary even oppose authority in  

     order to be witnesses? 

  

 Second Reading — Revelation 5:11-14 

  3. If you could do one thing in your life, or with your life to show that you believe, “Worthy  

     is the Lamb,” what would it be? 

 

  Gospel Reading — John 21:1-14 (Short Form) 

  4. How has Jesus proven his power and authority to you? 

 
  5. What lessons does this passage teach about dealing with people’s failures?  
 
   6. What do you think was the motive that led Peter to a lifetime of service to Christ? 

  
INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 
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CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer 
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