
Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time June 26, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading — 1 Kings 19:16,19-21  
16 “And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to 
be king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat 
of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in 
your place. …” 19 So he departed from there, and 
found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing, 
with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he was 
with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his 
mantle upon him. 20 And he left the oxen, and ran 
after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and 
my mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said 
to him, “Go back again; for what have I done to 
you?” 21 And he returned from following him, and 
took the yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled 
their flesh with the yokes of the oxen, and gave it to 
the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went 
after Elijah, and ministered to him.  

 
Responsorial Psalm PS 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 
11 
R. (cf. 5a) You are my inheritance, O Lord. 
Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge; 
I say to the LORD, "My Lord are you. 
O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup, 
you it is who hold fast my lot." 
R. You are my inheritance, O Lord. 
I bless the LORD who counsels me; 
even in the night my heart exhorts me. 
I set the LORD ever before me; 
with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. 
R. You are my inheritance, O Lord. 
Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices, 
my body, too, abides in confidence because you 
will not abandon my soul to the netherworld, 
nor will you suffer your faithful one to undergo 
corruption. 
R. You are my inheritance, O Lord. 
You will show me the path to life, 
fullness of joys in your presence, 
the delights at your right hand forever. 
R. You are my inheritance, O Lord. 
 

Second Reading — Galatians 5:1, 13-18  

1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast 

therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 

slavery. … 13 For you were called to freedom, 

brethren; only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love be 

servants of one another. 14 For the whole law is 

fulfilled in one word, “You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one 

another take heed that you are not consumed by 

one another. 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and 

do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the  

 

 

desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the 

desires of the Spirit are against the flesh; for these 

are opposed to each other, to prevent you from 

doing what you would. 18 But if you are led by the 

Spirit you are not under the law. 

 

Gospel Reading — Luke 9:51-62  

51 When the days drew near for him to be 

received up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead 

of him, who went and entered a village of the 

Samaritans, to make ready for him; 53 but the 

people would not receive him, because his 

face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 And when 

his disciples James and John saw it, they said, 

“Lord, do you want us to bid fire come down 

from heaven and consume them?” 55 But he 

turned and rebuked them. 56 And they went 

on to another village. 57 As they were going 

along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow 

you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to 

him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 

have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere 

to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, 

“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go 

and bury my father.” 60 But he said to him, 

“Leave the dead to bury their own dead; but as 

for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

61 Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let 

me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 

Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand 

to the plow and looks back is fit for the 

kingdom of God.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time June 26, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

Having recently read the biography of Mother Teresa I am impressed by her dedication, and challenged 
by her willingness to pay the cost of following and serving Christ. She left her family and home at the 
age of 18 to join a religious order, six weeks later she left England for India which became her home. At 
38 she left the convent alone, with only a handful of processions and 5 rupees in her pocket, to found a 
new ministry to the poorest among the poor. In subsequent years her mission would prevent her from 
attending the funeral of both her mother and brother. Unprecedented dedication like hers reminds me of 
Bonhoeffer's statement, “When Christ calls a man [or woman] he bids him come die.” Perhaps even 
more impressive is the fruit that was produced by this little life, as Mother Teresa followed her Savior. 
Along with the ability to see Christ in the poorest of the poor, Christ gifted Mother Teresa with the ability 
to call thousands into his service. In addition to those called to serve with her in the initial mission in 
India she enrolled thousands of people in his service by establishing over 388 additional missionary 
charity foundations, a parallel order for men, and support lay organizations. Remarkable fruit! In this 
week’s Gospel Reading Jesus makes following him very difficult for those who expressed an inclination 
to do so. But was he in fact making it hard for them to follow or simply making it clear that following him 
is not for the half-hearted or the faint-hearted? Jesus being always true and merciful would never allow 
a person to make a life choice of this magnitude under false pretenses, so he simply and graciously 
stated the cost. Salvation is free—but a life of service is not without cost. Jesus is looking for followers, 
wholehearted, unencumbered followers devoid of misconceptions regarding the cost but who still chose 
to “come die.” People who are bound by self-concerns and enslaved to uncontrolled desires are not 
free to follow. Each time an encumbered person embraces the mission of Christ without counting the 
cost, they are in danger of becoming like Israel. Israel you’ll recall was tempted to turn back from 
following God to slacken their thirst for the inordinate and ordinary pleasures of Egypt. It is only when a 
person’s love for Christ exceeds their love of self that a person becomes really available to him “The 
Lord has required that ‘whoever will come after him must deny himself.’ But what he commands is 
neither hard nor painful when he himself helps us in such a way so that the very thing he requires may 
be accomplished…for whatever seems hard in what is enjoined, love makes easy.” (Saint Augustine) 
Many of us bemoan the decrease in candidates for religious vocations. I wonder if we have so removed 
the challenge and dedication of being Jesus’ follower that people look elsewhere to fulfill their spirit of 
sacrifice? Mother Teresa demonstrated that even in the midst of diminishing vocations, people would 
abandon the easy life to follow Jesus and to serve him wholeheartedly. But it did not seem to be the 
need that motivated them but rather their deep and abiding love for Christ. Jesus has demonstrated 
through the Mother Teresa’s of the world, both the well-known and the myriad of unknown saints, that if 
we will give him our heart, he will give us a challenge worthy of our life. What will it take for people to 
hear the call and respond—dedicated examples, spiritual formation that is grounded in the Scriptures 
and the Eucharist, and that finds it completion in a deep and abiding love for Christ? This formation 
needs to take place not only after a person responds to a call to a religious vocation, but long before. 
For it is out of the love for Christ that has been formed in us that we chose to put our hand to the plow 
and not look back. 

 

 



Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time June 26, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading — 1 Kings 19:16,19-21 

 1. How do you feel about Christ’s call to leave all and follow him? 
  
 Second Reading — Galatians 5:1, 13-18 
 2. What are some of the ways in which we allow ourselves to become enslaved again after 
 Christ has set us free? 
 
 3. How can we insure that we are walking in the Spirit and not in the desires of the flesh?  
 
 Gospel Reading — Luke 9:51-62 

 4. How does knowing that Jesus’ face was set to go to Jerusalem to endure the impending  

 sacrifice, help explain his statements to those who lightly said, “I will follow you wherever you  

 go?” 
 
 5. If you said, “I will follow you wherever you go,” what cost would Jesus call to your attention?  
 
 6. To what extent do you feel that Christ is calling you to follow him in an extraordinary way?  
 
INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


