
Fifth Sunday of Lent April 3, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21 

16 Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the  

sea, a path in the mighty waters, 17 who brings  

forth chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie  

down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished,  

quenched like a wick:18 “Remember not the  

former things, nor consider the things of old. 19  

Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs  

forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in  

the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20 The 

wild beasts will honor me, the jackals and the  

ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers  

in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people,  

21 the people whom I formed for myself that they  

might declare my praise 

Responsorial Psalm: PS 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 

R. (3) The Lord has done great things for 

us; 

we are filled with joy. When the LORD 

brought back the captives of Zion, we were 

like men dreaming. Then our mouth was 

filled with laughter, and our tongue with 

rejoicing. 

R. The Lord has done great things for us; 

we are filled with joy. Then they said among 

the nations, “The LORD has done great 

things for them.” The LORD has done great 

things for us; we are glad indeed. 

R. The Lord has done great things for us; 

we are filled with joy. Restore our fortunes, O 

LORD, like the torrents in the southern 

desert. Those that sow in tears shall reap 

rejoicing. 

R. The Lord has done great things for us; 

we are filled with joy. Although they go forth 

weeping, carrying the seed to be sown, They 

shall come back rejoicing, carrying their 

sheaves. 

R. The Lord has done great things for us; 

we are filled with joy. 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 3:8-14 

8 Indeed I count everything as loss because 

of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered 

the loss of all things, and count them as 

refuse, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and 

be found in him, not having a righteousness 

of my own, based on law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness  

 

 

 

from God that depends on faith; 10 that I may 

know him and the power of his resurrection, 

and may share his sufferings, becoming like 

him in his death, 11 that if possible I may 

attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not 

that I have already obtained this or am already 

perfect; but I press on to make it my own, 

because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

13 Brethren, I do not consider that I have 

made it my own; but one thing I do, forgetting 

what lies behind and straining forward to what 

lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for 

the prize of the upward call of God in  

Christ Jesus. 

Gospel: John 8:1-11 

1 …But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early  

in the morning he came again to the temple; all the  

people came to him, and he sat down and taught  

them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a  

woman who had been caught in adultery, and  

placing her in the midst 4 they said to him,  

“Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of  

adultery. 5 Now in the law Moses commanded us to  

stone such. What do you say about her?” 6 This  

they said to test him, that they might have some 

charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and  

wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they  

continued to ask him, he stood up and said to  

them, “Let him who is without sin among you be  

the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more  

he bent down and wrote with his finger on the  

ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went  

away, one by one, beginning with the eldest, and  

Jesus was left alone with the woman standing  

before him. 10 Jesus looked up and said to her,  

“Woman, where are they? Has no one  

condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.”  

And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go,  

and do not sin again. 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

“One afternoon my four year old niece and my six year old daughter started an argument, which  
grew louder and louder. I was about to intervene when my daughter stomped down the stairs, ‘Mom,’ 
she yelled, ‘Jesus wants us to be salt of the earth and Paige is being the pepper!’” (Cherish Ann Marie 
Eile, in the Christian Reader) Though comical, this incident aptly introduces the subject of this week’s 
Gospel Reading, which is the difference between righteous judgment and unrighteous judgmentalism. 
“What do you say about her (the adulteress)?” is the question with which the Pharisees and scribes  
confronted Jesus. It was not a legitimate question for they had already determined their views about 
her. In their minds condemnation and the consequential stoning of this woman was the conclusion to 
which they had already jumped. Now having caught and condemned her, they used this occasion and 
this question to endeavor to catch and condemn Jesus. But Jesus, “knowing what was in the heart of all 
men,” authorized the ones without sin to begin the stoning process. These men, so accustomed to 
condemning others, now could not escape self-condemnation, so in guilt they slunk away one by one. 
Did Jesus by his actions condone this woman’s behavior? Of course not! What he did was to judge  
righteous judgment, but simultaneously avoided judgmentalism. Righteous judgment recognizes the 
difference between right and wrong, but it also with mercy and grace properly assesses the situation. 
This woman, like many of us, was experiencing a desert and wilderness experience in her life similar to 
that which is spoken of in this week’s First Reading. Also, like many of us who turn to the empty things 
of the world in hope of finding our way and finding something to satisfy, this woman turned to adultery, 
which failed to satisfy her as it always does. Righteous judgment not only recognizes the problem but it 
also recognizes the solution. In this case the solution was mercy and forgiveness, forces which compel 
us to stop living for ourselves and to begin living for him who is the source of this love. (2 Corinthians 
5:14) Righteous judgment accompanied with mercy and forgiveness offers a way in the wilderness and 
water in the desert, it offers life. The judgmentalism of the Pharisees and scribes also recognizes right 
and wrong behavior, but it is not based on the nature and character of God, but on one’s own supposed 
self-righteousness. And because self-righteousness can only be maintained by making others less 
righteous, judgmentalism always roots out sin in others and condemns it ruthlessly while ignoring one’s 
own sin and failure. Unlike the First Reading, judgmentalism does not offer “a way in the wilderness,” or 
life giving water “in the dessert,” but instead speeds the dying process. Ultimately that is what this 
incident is all about, judgmentalism. In their self-righteousness the Pharisees and scribes wanted to be 
able to condemn Jesus. If he let her go without punishment they could accuse him of ignoring the Law. 
If he also condemned her they would accuse him of hypocrisy. In their minds they had already 
condemned Jesus, now all they needed to do was to find an acceptable accusation against him.  
In the end their spirit of condemnation ensnared them, as the pointed finger of accusation turned to 
focus on their own unrighteous histories and reckoned them, “Guilty! “Hopefully, as we near the end of 
our Lenten journey, we have been able to assess our relationship with Christ and our commitment to 
follow him in obedience. But we must ask ourselves whether our view of ourselves, and others, is being 
controlled by aspects of righteous judgment or by judgmentalism? If it is the latter we will find our spirit 
dragged down by a sense of guilt and condemnation. If it is the former we will find our long faces 
turning to joyous smiles as we recognize Jesus’ saying also to us, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and 
do not sin again.” We will understand the truth Monsignor Romano Guardini proclaims in his book,  
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The Lord, that, “God is moved by the suffering human heart; the pain of it clouds his face, and we 
understand who he is and what St. Paul means when he speaks of the goodness and kindness of God.” 

 

INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 

 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that  

emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

INVITATION TO REFLECT 

 

INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading  

  1. What is meant by a “desert” or “wilderness” experience? 

  2. How has God used desert or wilderness experiences to “make a way” which you  

      ultimately recognized as his new and good direction for you? 
 
 Second Reading  

  3. Explain what it means to have “a righteousness of my own.” 

  4. Restate in your own words Paul’s desires, found in verses 9 and 10. Which part of Paul’s  

      statement is most meaningful to you? 

 
  Gospel Reading  

  5. In what aspect of life do you find yourself being most judgmental? 

  6. How can we develop and maintain righteous judgment about things, yet insure that we  

      don’t become condemning in the way we relate to people? 

  7. Regarding Jesus’ statement, “Neither do I condemn you,” would you say that you  

           quickly mirror this response towards others or are you usually slow in applying this  

           attitude? 

  
INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer 


