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The Baptism of the Lord
 ▶ Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 • The 
servant of the Lord

 ▶ Acts 10:34-38 • Peter’s 
discourse; the good news 
of peace

 ▶ Matthew 3:13-17 • 
Baptism of Jesus

With All the Rest
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the leader. If 
helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

After several weeks of readings about Jesus’ birth and early life, Jesus is suddenly 
grown up and we hear about his baptism today. The reading from Isaiah de-
scribed the beloved servant whom God would send as an ambassador of peace 
and justice. Of course, as Christians, we see Jesus in Isaiah’s description.   

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of Light and God of Darkness,  
      thank you for this chance to slow down  
 and listen to your Word for us.  

Open our eyes, ears, minds, and our hearts  
      so that we experience how you are alive and active in our lives today.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:13-17
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause for a minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the liturgy this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once the sharing has died down.

Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

Jesus comes from humble beginnings and begins his public 
career showing humility. Jesus was born to humble parents, 
a peasant carpenter and a young mother of no particular 
standing. He was born in the relatively unknown town 
of Bethlehem, nothing like the centers of power and 
prestige in Jerusalem and Rome of his day. He was 
visited by the esteemed magi and given lavish 
gifts, but immediately after, his family be-
came refugees, fleeing their home country 
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for their lives. When they returned, they had to begin rebuilding their life in the 
simple, small town of Nazareth. It’s no surprise then that Jesus grows to adult-
hood without an inflated ego.    

Right from the beginning of Jesus’ adult life, we see how his humility plays out at 
his baptism. John was the famous one at that point, with huge crowds of people 
leaving their homes and workplaces to go out into the desert to hear him preach 
and teach. Humble, poor people were going to him to be baptized, as well as the 
well-educated and well-off religious leaders of the day. Jesus thought it was only 
right that he began his public ministry by being baptized “with all the rest.” In 
his solidarity with all humans, Jesus doesn’t ask for special treatment because he 
is the Son of God. At his baptism, he signals how he will live the rest of his life, 
accepting what comes at him as any other human has to. In case there was any 
doubt, the voice from heaven makes it clear that Jesus is God’s Son, the Beloved. 
But even those words don’t go to Jesus’ head. He simply does what is his to do 
next: going into the wilderness for 40 days and then beginning to teach and 
heal. He is a perfect example of one who accepts his belovedness and retains his  
humility.     

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

What people do you know who came from humble beginnings and have 
earned your respect by living as people of great integrity?

 Share an example of how you have seen parents pass down the values of 
humility and solidarity with others to their children.

Often people feel the need to show off, puff themselves up, or otherwise 
prove their worthiness to feel good about themselves. If everyone were 

able to believe that they are beloved and that God is pleased with them, how 
might that change things?  

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, may what we have heard and reflected on today inspire us to go out from 
here to be better disciples in our daily lives. 

May we be a blessing to all those we encounter this coming week.  

Amen.


