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December 18, 2022 • 4th Sunday of Advent • Matthew 1:18–24

God Is With Us
Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth doesn’t mention a stable or shepherds. There is no trip to Bethlehem. 
An angel comes to Joseph in a dream and tells him that Mary, the woman he is engaged to, is about to 
have a child. This child will fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah that a virgin would bear a son.

An infant is born, helpless and vulnera-
ble. Mary and Joseph take turns holding 
this tiny swaddled mystery from God. 

He has captured their hearts. He is special and 
marvelous, and they would have known this even  
if an angel hadn’t told them so because every child 
born is special and marvelous. But there must have 
come a point in all that joy and happiness when 
Mary and Joseph realized what an incredible re-
sponsibility they had been given.

Sometimes I get so wrapped up with Mary and 
Joseph’s holiness that I forget they were ordinary 
people. They couldn’t see the future, and while the 
baby was certainly a wonder to the new parents, not 
in their wildest dreams could they have imagined 
how this precious child would change the world. 

It was only decades later, after he had died, 
that his followers realized how well the name 
Emmanuel fit Jesus. As Jews, they were familiar 
with the covenant between God and Abraham. 
Later they would understand that Jesus had come 
to make a new covenant with us. God was not just 
with us; God was in us: “On that day you will know 
that I am in my Father, and you in me and I in you” 
(John 14:20).

Like Mary and Joseph, we have held our own 
swaddled infants. They, too, captured our hearts, 

and we marveled at how special they were. Like Je-
sus’ parents, we were probably scared of the over-
whelming responsibility we had been handed. It’s 
good to remember the gift of the new covenant: 
God is with us and in us, and nothing can overcome 
or overpower us. They understood that God was a 
God of action; a God who was always with them. 
After they had a chance to look back on their walks 
and talks with Jesus, they realized that he himself 
was “God with us,” Emmanuel.

FAMILY RESPONSE

Find an early baby picture of your child. Talk 
about the day your child was born.

PERSONAL RESPONSE

What do you want more than anything for 
your child? How can you help him or her 
obtain it? What do you want most for your-
self? How can you get it? What do you want 
to remember from last week? What are you 
looking forward to next week? What are your 
concerns? 


