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December 11, 2022 • 3rd Sunday of Advent • Matthew 11:2–11

Are You the One?
John the Baptist sends his messengers to ask Jesus if he is the promised Messiah. Jesus answers by 
telling him how he has fulfilled the words of Isaiah regarding the Messiah. He has healed the lame 
and given sight to the blind. Jesus does not say directly that he is the Messiah, but he answered John’s 
question.

The Jews believe that the Messiah was the 
anointed one, the promised king of a new Is-
rael. Jesus answers John’s questions by talking 

about his relationship to the people he encounters. 
He lets John know that he fulfills Isaiah’s messianic 
prophecies, but his kingdom is of a different sort. 
He is a healer, a reconciler. He brings good news to 
the poor.

The kingdom in which Jesus rules as the anoint-
ed one is not a set place or a particular coun-
try. The kingdom of God is wherever God’s rule 
of love reigns. It is where greed and prejudice, 
self-absorption and pettiness are not welcomed. 
Some find the kingdom in fleeting moments of 
quiet peace, others in the joyful celebration of 
life. For too many suffering people, the kingdom 
is a distant dream. However, one thing is certain; 
we know the kingdom can be found almost any-
where. Wherever there is healing or reconciliation, 
wherever the good news is proclaimed in word or 
action, we will find the kingdom of God. It can be 
shared around the kitchen table when we really lis-
ten to what each person has to say. It can be found 
as we bandage the scraped knee of a  child and lis-
ten to the story of how she hurt herself. 

The kingdom of God is not just in some far-off 
heaven or afterlife. It is also found in the present, 
in the here and now. We are called to be kingdom 
builders—to create a safe environment for our 
children where they can feel loved and valued and 
where they can learn to love and value others.

FAMILY RESPONSE

Ask family members to talk about a person 
who makes them feel good about themselves. 
Send a note or phone the person to let him or 
her know he or she is appreciated.

PERSONAL RESPONSE

When and how have you experienced the 
kingdom of God? What do you want to 
remember from last week? What are you 
looking forward to next week? What are your 
concerns?


