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Reflecting         On Sunday’s Readings 

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME —OCTOBER 18, 2020   
 

First Reading — Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 
1 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue 
nations before him and ungird the loins of kings, 
to open doors before him that gates may not be 
closed: … 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I 
surname you, though you do not know me. 5 I 
am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me 
there is no God; I gird you, though you do not 
know me, 6 that men may know, from the rising of 
the sun and from the west, that there is none 
besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no 
other. 
 
Responsorial Psalm PS 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10 
R. (7b) Give the Lord glory and honor. 
Sing to the LORD a new song; 
sing to the LORD, all you lands. 
Tell his glory among the nations; 
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds. 
R. Give the Lord glory and honor. 
For great is the LORD and highly to be praised; 
awesome is he, beyond all gods. 
For all the gods of the nations are things of 
nought, but the LORD made the heavens. 
R. Give the Lord glory and honor. 
Give to the LORD, you families of nations, 
give to the LORD glory and praise; 
give to the LORD the glory due his name! 
Bring gifts, and enter his courts. 
R. Give the Lord glory and honor. 
Worship the LORD, in holy attire; 
tremble before him, all the earth; 
say among the nations: The LORD is king, 
he governs the peoples with equity. 
R. Give the Lord glory and honor. 

 

Second Reading — 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We give 
thanks to God always for you all, constantly 
mentioning you in our prayers, 3 remembering 
before our God and Father your work of faith and 
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brethren beloved by 
God, that he has chosen you; 5 for our gospel 
came to you not only in word, but also in power 
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You 
know what kind of men we proved to be among 
you for your sake. 

 
Gospel Reading — Matthew 22:15-21 
15 Then the Pharisees went and took counsel how 
to entangle him in his talk. 16 And they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 
“Teacher, we know that you are true, and teach the 
way of God truthfully, and care for no man; for you 
do not regard the position of men. 17 Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, 
or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
“Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show 
me the money for the tax.” And they brought him a 
coin. 20 And Jesus said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, 
“Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Render 
therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s.” 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

 

 

 
INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 
First Reading —  

 
1. What does King Cyrus’ experience imply about God’s purposes? 

 
Second Reading —  

  
2. What does it mean to be chosen by God? 

 
3. Describe the difference which would exist if the Gospel came “only in word.” 

 
     Gospel Reading —  

 
4. Identify the people involved in this passage and try to surmise their motives. 

 
5. What are some similar conflicts that Christians are faced with today? 

 
6. What are some areas which should be “rendered” unto God? 

 
 

INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an 
individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action, 
determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary 
considerations. 

 
CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 
Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for 
the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


