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Reflecting         On Sunday’s Readings

TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME —AUGUST 23, 2020 

First Reading —  Isaiah 22:19-23   
19I will thrust you from your office, and you will be 
cast down from your station. 20In that day I will 
call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 21and I 
will clothe him with your robe, and will bind your 
girdle on him, and will commit your authority to his 
hand; and he shall be a father to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. 22And I 
will place on his shoulder the key of the house of 
David; he shall open, and none shall shut; and he 
shall shut, and none shall open. 23And I will fasten 
him like a peg in a sure place, and he will become 
a throne of honor to his father’s house.  

Responsorial Psalm  PS 85:9AB and 10, 11-12, 
13-14
R. The glory of the Lord will dwell in our land.
I will hear what God proclaims;
the LORD–for he proclaims peace.
Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear
him,
glory dwelling in our land.
R. The glory of the Lord will dwell in our land.
Kindness and truth shall meet;
justice and peace shall kiss.
Truth shall spring out of the earth,
and justice shall look down from heaven.
R. The glory of the Lord will dwell in our land.
The LORD himself will give his benefits;
our land shall yield its increase.
Justice shall walk before him,
and salvation, along the way of his steps.
R. The glory of the Lord will dwell in our land.

Second Reading — Romans 11:33-36  
33O the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34“For 
who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has 

been his counselor?” 35“Or who has given a gift to 
him that he might be repaid?” 36For from him and 
through him and to him are all things. To him be 
glory for ever. Amen. 

Gospel Reading — Matthew 16:13-20   
13Now when Jesus came into the district of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
men say that the Son of man is?” 14And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said 
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon Bar-Jona! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 
heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the powers of death 
shall not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”   
20Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no 
one that he was the Christ.  
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

 

 

 
INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 
First Reading —  

 
1. What does this passage imply about God’s involvement in human structures?     

 
Second Reading —  

  
2. Define the terms “unsearchable” and “inscrutable” in your own words.   

 
3. Explain your understanding of God’s involvement in the details of our lives.  

  
              Gospel Reading —  

 
4. Considering the diverse answers to Jesus’ question, what insight does this incident 

provide regarding revelation?   
  

5. How do you think Peter felt at this pronouncement?  
  

6. State in your own words the promises Jesus gave to Peter.  
 

INVITATION TO ACT 
Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an 
individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action, 
determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary 
considerations. 

 
CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 
Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for 
the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


