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Reflecting         On Sunday’s Readings 

THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—September 15, 2019   
 

First Reading — Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 7  
And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down; for your 
people, whom you brought up out of the land of 
Egypt, have corrupted themselves; 8they have 
turned aside quickly out of the way which I 
commanded them; they have made for 
themselves a molten calf, and have worshiped it 
and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt!’” 9And the LORD said to Moses, “I 
have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-
necked people; 10now therefore let me alone, that 
my wrath may burn hot against them and I may 
consume them; but of you I will make a great 
nation.”  11But Moses besought the LORD his 
God, and said, “O LORD, why does thy wrath 
burn hot against thy people, whom thou hast 
brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? …   13Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to 
whom thou didst swear by thine own self, and 
didst say to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants 
as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I 
have promised I will give to your descendants, 
and they shall inherit it for ever.’” 14And the LORD 
repented of the evil which he thought to do to his 
people.  
  
Responsorial Psalm PS 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 
19 

R. (Lk 15:18)  I will rise and go to my father. 
Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; 
in the greatness of your compassion wipe out my 
offense. 
Thoroughly wash me from my guilt 
and of my sin cleanse me. 
R. I will rise and go to my father. 
A clean heart create for me, O God, 
and a steadfast spirit renew within me. 

Cast me not out from your presence, 
and your Holy Spirit take not from me. 
R. I will rise and go to my father. 
O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit; 
a heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not 
spurn. 
R. I will rise and go to my father. 
 
Second Reading — 1 Timothy 1:12-17 12  
I thank him who has given me strength for this, 
Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me 
faithful by appointing me to his service, 13though I 
formerly blasphemed and persecuted and insulted 
him; but I received mercy because I had acted 
ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus.  15The saying is sure and worthy of 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. And I am the foremost of 
sinners; 16but I received mercy for this reason, that 
in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display 
his perfect patience for an example to those who 
were to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King 
of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
    
Gospel Reading — Luke 15:1-10  
1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all 
drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and 
the scribes murmured, saying, “This man receives 
sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this 
parable: 4 “What man of you, having a hundred 
sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave 
the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the 
one which is lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he 
has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Psalms/51:3
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Psalms/51:3
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6 And when he comes home, he calls together his 
friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be 
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who 
need no repentance.  8“Or what woman, having 
ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not 
light a lamp and sweep the house and seek 
diligently until she finds it? 9And when she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found the coin which I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell 
you, there is joy before the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.”  
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

 

 

 
INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 
      First Reading — Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 7  

  
1. In Scripture “typology” takes place when a person or event in the Old Testament 

foreshadows a greater person or event in the New Testament.  How is Moses revealed as a 
type of Christ in this Old Testament passage?   

     
Second Reading — 1 Timothy 1:12-17 12    
  

2. What is the meaning of hope in Saint Paul’s experience?  
 

                Gospel Reading — Luke 15:1-10    
 

3. With which of the individuals in these parables do you most identify?  Why?   
  

4. Describe what takes place when a sinner repents.    
  

5. How is your image of God affected by these parables?  
 

6. In each parable friends are called to rejoice together. What practical principles can you draw 
from this? 

 
 

INVITATION TO ACT 
Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an 
individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action, 
determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary 
considerations. 

 
CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 
Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for 
the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


